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Police probe spraying of students 


Jacob Myers The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Columbus Police Chief Thomas Quin- 
lan said the officers who were captured 
on video unleashing pepper spray on 
Ohio State University student journal- 
ists are being investigated. 

Around 10:20 p.m. Monday night, 
Columbus police officers sped north on 
North High Street toward protesters gath- 


ered at the intersection of High and Lane 
Avenue. Quinlan said the officers had to 
move journalists Sarah Szilagy, Maeve 
Walsh and Max Garrison away from the 
scene for their safety because water bot- 
tles were being thrown at officers. 

In multiple videos shot by the re- 
porters from Ohio State’s independent 
student newspaper, The Lantern, of- 
ficers do not mention that they needed 
to move for their safety. In one video, an 


officer can be heard saying repeatedly 
“It’s past curfew. Let’s head out.” 

The reporters can be heard explain- 
ing several times “We’re members of the 
news media’ to the officers and exempt 
from the 10 p.m. curfew enacted by 
Mayor Andrew J. Ginther. 

While the reporters continue to tell 
officers they were eligible to remain 
outside, one officer approached Garri- 
son and said “I don’t care,” then shoved 


him. Seconds later, another officer who 
did not attempt to talk to the reporters 
sprayed them with pepper spray. 

The curfew order listed as exempt mem- 
bers of the news media, law enforcement, 
fire and medical personnel, people trav- 
eling to and from work, and individuals 
seeking care, fleeing dangerous circum- 
stances or experiencing homelessness. 


See STUDENTS, Page A6 


Earl Jo 


nes, right, who has helped organize this week’s Columbus protests against police, walks Monday night with Deputy 


Chief Jennifer Knight as progress is made between the sides. “She came out from behind the barricade,” Jones said of 
Knight. “This shows that change is possible.” [JOSHUA A. BICKEL/DISPATCH] 


Police extend olive branch to protesters, though some say not enough 


Holly Zachariah The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


As dusk settled on the city Mon- 
day, Columbus Division of Police brass 
walked the Downtown streets with 
protesters, throwing their arms around 
the shoulders of young black men fight- 
ing for change, fist-bumping, shaking 
hands, posing for selfies. 

But later — when the city’s curfew 
was in force and Downtown had become 


For a smaller crowd 


a ghost town as people complied with the 
order — officers deployed pepper spray 
en masse against those who would not 
disperse (and working journalists docu- 
menting it all) in the University District. 
That dichotomy was not lost on the 
public and people cried out for answers. 
So after the strategy used by the Po- 
lice Division had shifted frequently and 
dramatically since Saturday, Columbus 
Mayor Andrew J. Ginther and Police 
Chief Thomas Quinlan addressed it all 


together for the first time Tuesday. 

“We had to take some action to dis- 
tinguish between those who we want 
to walk with and work with and want 
to hear from, and those that are here 
just to either create havoc or force 
some other agenda on the city that has 
nothing to do with what the real heart 
of this is about — racism and public ser- 
vice,” Quinlan said. 


See PROTESTERS, Page A8 


President 
criticized 
for his use 
of religion 


Jonathan Lemire, Jill Colvin 
and Darlene Superville 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump toured a Catholic shrine 
on Tuesday in his second straight 
religious-themed appearance as the 
nation grappled with widespread un- 
rest over the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. 

Critics said the president is misus- 
ing religious symbols for partisan pur- 
poses. The White House said Trump 
and first lady Melania Trump were ob- 
serving a “moment of remembrance," 
laying a wreath in a quiet visit to the 
Saint John Paul II National Shrine. 


See RELIGION, Page A5 


Reopening 
the schools is 
governors goal 


Randy Ludlow The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said Tues- 
day that state officials “fully intend to 
have school in the fall,” but, with coro- 
navirus remaining a threat, he stopped 
short of announcing that schools will 
reopen to students late this summer . 


See SCHOOLS, Page A8 
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NHL summer tournament 
could favor city, Arace says, C1. 


Big flavors remain possible 
for stay-at-home twosome, B5. 


High 87 | Low 67 
Forecast, B12 
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